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world as I am doing, when I actually entered the house with the
knowledge that its distinguished owner had voluntarily dispossessed
himself of it, I could not help shedding a tear. I felt a wrench
within me that the house was no longer Das's, and when I heard
that he had not yet been able to repair his broken-down
constitution, I felt doubly grieved and my grief was still further
increased when I received a brief but beautiful and loving mes-
sage from him, written by him in pencil hand, telling me how
it was impossible for him to stand the double strain and why
therefore he had gone away to Faridpur in advance. May God
grant him health and long life to serve the country which he
loves so dearly.

You will not expect me to tell you anything on what is
called the political situation. A newspaper reporter told me
today about the negotiations that are going on between Lord
Birkenhead and Deshbandhu Das. I am totally unaware of
any such negotiations. I have no knowledge of any such
negotiations whatsoever; but I do know that there is what
may be called a political situation in this country today. But
that political situation does not interest me sufficiently today. I
am an economist of time; I have deliberately given rny general
power of attorney to the Swaraj Party which is an integral part
of the Congress. The Swaraj Party is in charge of the political
programme of the Congress and, seeing that I have the fullest
faith in the ability of the Swaraj Party to handle the political
situation, seeing that I have the fullest faith in the wisdom of
Deshbandhu Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru1, so far as the Council
programme is concerned, it would be impudence on my part
to concern myself about it unless they want me to do so and
there is absolutely no reason for them to want my interference
or to desire my opinion. When they do so you may depend on
it that I am always at their service but, what is more, it would
be impossible for me to make any effective statement on the poli-
tical situation unless I have had a consultation with Deshbandhu
Das. I have not come to Bengal, I am not travelling throughout
the length and breadth of India to embarrass the Swaraj Party
or to embarrass Deshbandhu or a single member of that party.
I am pledged in the name of God to help that party to the best
of my ability. I am pledged not even mentally to interfere with
its programme and, if I do not throw myself heart and soul into

1 1861-1931; lawyer and Swarajist   leader;  President,  Indian National
Congress, Amritsar, 1919, and Calcutta, 1928